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but he owed much, and he thankfully acknowledged
it, to the high-souled and pure-minded companion
who was his patron, in the best sense of the term.
And Sidney, only in his twenty-fifth year, was not
the helper of Spenser alone. As E. K. testifies, he
was " the special favourer and maintainer of all kinds
of learning." Of this we shall see more hereafter.
At present we must think of him as the president,
not only " of nobless and of chivalry," but also of the
Areopagus, which in the autumn of 1579 added to
its other functions, as Spenser said, " a general sur-
ceasing and silence of bald rhymers, and also of the
very best too."

This part of the task taken upon itself by the
Areopagus has been more ridiculed, and has been
made to appear more important, than there is reason
for.* There was evidently more frolic than serious-
ness in it, and there was a serious purpose in the
frolic. We have no account of any contemporary
literary club like the Areopagus, but there were other
cliques of literary workmen with patrons of their
own. One such centred round the Earl of Oxford,
and it is noteworthy that the rules for unrhymed
versification which Sidney appears to have drawn up
with Harvey's assistance were issued only a few
weeks after Sidney's open quarrel with Oxford in the
Whitehall tennis-court. How much personal feeling
or partisanship was mixed up in the adaptation of
the classical metres prescribed by the Areopagus may
be seen from this example of the rude way in which,

* See especially Haslewood's " Ancient Critical Essays upon
English Poets and Poems " (1818), vol. ii.